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LIVING AMONG THE ‘KUFFAR’ 

Historically, ‘hijra’ refers to the migration of the Prophet Muhammad and his followers from Mecca to 

Medina.  Now the term is often applied more broadly; it signifies leaving Dar al-Kufr (land of disbelief) 

and migrating to Dar al-Islam (land of Islam).  

Some of the speakers featured in this document say it is mustahabb (recommended) for Muslims to 

make hijra; there are others who say it is wajib (obligatory). Most will agree that temporary residence 

in Dar al-Kufr is permitted providing that Muslims are free to practice the five pillars of Islam: 

testimony of faith, prayer, giving zakat (support of the needy), fasting during the month of Ramadan, 

and making the pilgrimage to Makkah once in a lifetime for those who are able.  

While there is nothing inherently intolerant about the desire to emigrate to a land where Islam is the 

dominant religion, some scholars use bigoted arguments when they urge their fellow Muslims to leave 

the UK.  In particular they will warn of the moral dangers involved in living amongst non-Muslims, 

often asserting that Muslim children need to be protected from the influence of un-Islamic society. 

Derogatory comments about non-Muslims and their ways are common in speeches related to this 

subject. 

Abu Taubah uses demeaning language to describe non-Muslims: 

“We’ve become soft. We’d rather live closer to the water than further away, along with 

devil worshippers, homosexuals and all types of, you know, deviant peoples because the 

water is closer. And we’re not man enough to go and find someplace else. The technological 

world in the West is run by immigrants, so if we took that technology and went someplace else, 

in ten years that place would be the strongest country in the world, but there has to be some 

people that plan it out, go and make those steps. 

“But there is a hadith that tells us that we shouldn’t live with the kuffar and it deals with bara. 

The Prophet (SAW) said ‘I’m free from everybody who dies in these lands’ and that we shouldn’t 

see each other’s fires. So, either we going to take that as wajib or we are going to take that as 

mustahabb, I guess that’s an argument that could be clarified. I don’t necessarily know how 
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some people take it. But it’s a high encouragement for us to look for another way to 

establish our lives and not be willing to give up our children to the kuffar just like that.” 

 

Salim Al-Amry warns that Muslims may lose control, even custody, of their children: 

“…we receive lame excuses from the Muslims because they are so content and complacent by 

living among the kuffar when they are losing their children… If you just smack your little boy, 

your little child, and he raises the phone, that child is gone forever…and we find people they 

are trying to justify their stay among the kuffar.  Make it one, the first priority on your 

agenda to make the hijrah. Brothers I will not compromise and I will not, I mean, hide the 

truth. The Prophet (SAW) made it very clear, he said ‘I wash my hands of every Muslim who lives 

among the mushriks.’ And he said ‘Anyone who reverts to Islam, Allah will not accept from him 

any deed until he leaves the mushrik and joins the Muslims.’ So now it’s up to you to think 

about it. Put a plan, I will move after one year, two years, three years, five years, but it’s there, 

that I’m not going to stay forever. I want to save my children.” 

 

Fahad al-Mukrin addresses the subject in Luton: 

“So this blessing and this kindness of guiding to Islam and iman is only for Allah the Exalted 

and the Majestic. And from actualising the testament that there is no diety of worship except 

Allah and that Muhammad (SAW) is the Messenger of Allah, from actualising this testimony is 

being with, and aiding, and supporting the people of iman and also showing enmity and 

distance and disassociating yourself from those people who show enmity to this kalima, this 

statement. And as for showing enmity and disassociation and hatred for those people, then 

many Islamic texts have come supporting this. 

And from the causes or the reasons of being saved from misguidance is keeping company with 

those people who are from the people of iman and residing in the lands of al-Islam. And the 

opposite of this, it often harms the Muslim. And this is why the prohibition has come from the 

Prophet (SAW) in more than one hadith, the prohibition against residing in the lands of other 

than the Muslims. And beginning from this we need to research into the issues relating to 

residing in the lands of the non-Muslims. So the origin or the basis of being a Muslim is that 

you live in the lands of the Muslims.” 

 

He goes on to say that there are cases where it is permissible to reside in the lands of non-Muslims as 

long as: 

“a person is able to practice his religion openly in public.” 

 

A right not afforded to other religions in the sheikh’s own country of Saudi Arabia. 



4 
 

Abdurraheem Green talks of the 'kuffar' as though they were vermin, the mirror image of the rhetoric 

used by anti-Muslim bigots. 

“We’re surrounded by the kuffar, don’t criticise this one (Muslim) for this mistake and this one 

for that mistake. Subhanallah. What are we doing in this country anyway? If you want to criticise 

Muslims go to Muslim land, hijra, leave. Go and reform the Muslims there. Here we need to 

concentrate on our immediate problem and that is kuffar, we’re surrounded by them. We 

shouldn’t, in fact many ulama they said that it’s not permissible to live in this land, it is 

not allowed to be in the land of the kuffar. As one brother described it ‘the lion’s den’, this is 

the lion’s den. Brothers and sisters this England is where all this kufr of the Western world 

started from, the industrial revolution, the great British Empire. From here, the lion’s den. Why 

do we come here as Muslims? Is it even allowed for us to do that?” 

 

In another talk Green states that the consensus of scholarly opinion decrees that Muslims should aim 

to leave non-Islamic countries: 

“If you look at the various evidences, which we’re not gonna go into them all tonight, but if you 

look at the various evidences that the scholars bring forth it would seem that the strongest 

evidence is that it is not permitted for the Muslim to stay and remain and to live 

permanently in the land of the non-Muslims, meaning hijra is an obligation.” 

 

Bilal Philips explains what making hijra within Britain involves, saying that Muslims need not emigrate, 

but should at least seek not to live among non-Muslims: 

“So, hijra, it doesn’t necessarily mean leave the UK. It means establishing here, first and 

foremost, where you are, Muslim Town. You heard of Chinatown? Well you need to think about 

Muslim Town. Yes, people could say ‘That’s Bradford, we have one already.’ No, no. Bradford is 

not the place of hijra. Bradford is by default. Right? Muslims gathered there by default. This was 

not something deliberate where they chose to make hijra for the sake of Allah.” 

“In other narrations he mentions that you should not see their fires nor should they see yours. 

Of course in those days it had to do with setting up your tent or your house and fires was what 

was used to illuminate the houses at night, lamps. Meaning that your neighbours, those who 

live around you, should be Muslims. You should not live and all of your neighbours front, 

back, sides, are non-Muslims. That is not the way to live. That is wrong. It is wrong. It is 

not permissible for a Muslim to live like that.” 

 

Haitham al-Haddad agrees that Muslims should ideally live among their ‘own’: 

"Muslims in non-Muslim countries should do their best to live in Muslim communities, OK? 

Within those non-Muslim countries, yanni, we don't want to call this internal hijra, that is 
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another discussion...but they should try their best to live in communities. And this will preserve 

their identities and the identity of their children." 

 

Muhammad al-Jibali says Muslims children should not mix with ‘kuffar’ children: 

(Reading note from member of audience): ‘I’m concerned about my son. He has very close 

friendship with the kuffar and is easily influenced by their lifestyles. He has no love or 

respect for the deen and this has been a cause of fitnah in our family. What can I do to change his 

attitude and how do I go about this? This has been going on for six years now.’ 

“I’m afraid that, I’m afraid that this question has been posed, or is posed, six years too late, 

maybe ten years too late or more. Really, I mean the education of our children starts very early 

in their lives. And what is sad to see, for many parents they send their children to the 

kuffar school, they allow them to mix with the kuffar, play with them and let the TV 

babysit their children for long hours every day so that the lifestyle and the beliefs of the 

kuffar become deep-rooted in the hearts of the kids. 

[…] 

He should have raised his child from the age of seven on mixing with the Muslims, 

staying away from the kuffar, having only Muslims as his friends, feeling the uniqueness 

and the pride of being Muslim…” 

 

The principal justification for remaining, at least temporarily, in Britain is to give dawah (call people to 

Islam): 

Abu Abdissalam: 

“There’s no reason to be in this country except for dawah, Muslims. That’s the main reason 

to be in this country, dawah.” 

 

Abdurraheem Green agrees: 

“And this is what the ulama said, many ulama, not all of them, but many ulama they said the 

only, one of the only reasons, there are other reasons, but one of the only reasons that it 

is permissible to dwell and to live in the land of the kuffar is to call them to Islam.” 

 

as does Abu Usamah at-Thahabi, who expresses particular distaste at the idea of living with non-

Muslims: 
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“Dawah is one of the reasons that a person is allowed to live with the kuffar. But living 

with the kuffar is a major sin ikhwan and it closes the door for a lot of (?) in our lives. As we 

sit here ikhwan we have to hate it in our hearts, living with these kuffar. And whether you 

realise it or not, it is impacting upon us. 

(Arabic) He said ‘I’m free of any Muslim who lives with the mushrikeen. Their fires cannot co-

exist. If you live with them their fire is going to overtake your fire, your children’s fire.’ So there 

is a lot of evil with living here and some of us are just stuck. So if a person is looking for an 

excuse to be here, one of those excuses is dawah, if he’s really giving dawah to the haq and 

properly.” 

 

Haitham al-Haddad does not encourage making hijra but gives advice to Muslims that would please 

anti-Muslim bigots: 

“Muslims living in Muslim countries, they should not leave those Muslim countries and come to 

non-Muslim countries. It doesn’t mean that we are allowing Muslims to leave Muslim countries 

to live in non-Muslim countries.” 

 

Assim Al-Hakeem agrees, but allows some exceptions: 

“It is not permissible to go to a non-Muslim country to live in it unless one has a legitimate 

reason such as studying something that is unavailable in Muslim countries, for trade or for 

seeking medical help.” 

 

and Abu Taubah says that Muslims should take what they need from non-Muslim lands and then 

leave: 

“Now there’s a reason to come to the land of the kuffar: if you need something. And as soon as 

your need is finished you should save yourself and your children.” 

 

The difference of opinion on hijra is evident in Haitham al-Haddad’s lectures where his stance on 

Muslims living in the UK or ‘non-Muslim countries’ is comparatively relaxed. He cites various ahadith 

which are commonly used to make a case for the impermissibility of residing permanently in the lands 

of non-Muslims, but then argues that they need to be interpreted using the correct context. He makes 

the obvious point that at present there exists no Islamic state that is able to accept and welcome 

Muslims from non-Muslim countries all across the world. Even if such a state did exist, he argues, it 

would still be permitted for Muslims to remain in non-Muslim countries. He also points out that many 

earlier scholars who deemed it impermissible for Muslims to live in non-Muslim lands were referring 

to Dar al-Harb (land of war), and not to Dar al-Kufr. Understandably, he says, these scholars would 

have been unable to foresee that it would be possible in the future for a non-Muslim country, one 
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which may be at war with a Muslim country, to still allow its Muslim population to practice the five 

pillars of Islam. As many Western countries fall into this category, he concludes that it is permissible 

for Muslims to reside in non-Muslim countries; however, as already mentioned, he adds that Muslims 

should not leave ‘Muslim countries’ to settle in Dar al-Kufr. We can assume that Saudi-born Haddad’s 

own residence in the UK is allowed because of his evident commitment to dawah. 

 

FRIENDSHIP AND RELATIONSHIPS 

The speakers in this document differ from more militant Islamic groups who refuse to have anything 

to do with non-Muslims. They are content to work together with non-Muslims for a common cause 

and talk of co-existing alongside followers of other religions in the UK. However, they believe that the 

relationship between Muslims and non-Muslims should only go so far and that certain boundaries 

need to be observed.  

Assim Al-Hakeem: 

“…what kind of relationship do I have with a non-Muslim? Is it the same relationship that I have 

with my Muslim brother? 

Do I be friends with him and if he needs me do I do my very best to stand next to him, because 

he is my brother? Allah mentioned in Surat Al Hujurat,’ Verily, that the believers are brothers.” If 

there is a Muslim then he is my brother for sure; now if I have a non-Muslim colleague at the 

office, so does Islam tell me to spit on his face or to take money off his wallet if he is not 

watching and flatten his car tyres in the parking lot because I don’t like him? No; of course not. 

Islam asks us to co-exist. Be kind to this guy, be nice to him but don’t take him as your ally. I 

can have him as an associate, we can go for lunch break together with the intention that I want 

to call him to Islam but I don’t go with him and hang around with him, I don’t go every week 3 

times to the tennis court and enjoy playing and I feel close to him more than I feel close to my 

other Muslim brother; because Islam draws a line: be good to people, non-Muslims, be 

kind to them as long as they are kind to Islam and they are not hostile towards Islam and 

Muslims but do not take them as allies, do not love them more than you love your 

Muslim brothers.” 

 

Dawud Adib: 

“You should not be making them (non-Muslims) your friends. You should not be, as we 

say, hanging out with them. The only friends you have are Muslims. The only friend you 

have is a Muslim. And we ask Allah (SWT) to make us realise that and stop taking these fatwas 

of these distorted meanings and explanations and exegeses of these ayat of the Quran. Go back 

to the Sahabah and see how the Sahabah dealt with the kuffar. See how they treated the Jews 

and the Christians. They treated the Jews and Christians with respect, they were courteous to 

them, they were kind to them except for those who made war on the Muslims. But they never 

ever went bowling with the Christians, went ice skating with the Christians, went to parties with 

the Christians. They never did this. This is the way of the people who have deviated from 

Islam: ‘love, love, love, love, love’. No. Allah (SWT) said (Arabic) ‘Whoever loves for Allah, and 
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hates for Allah, and gives for Allah, and withholds for Allah, then they have perfected and 

completed their iman.’  

 

Abu Usamah at-Thahabi: 

“If you are a Muslim and you don’t draw a line between you and kuffar, you and kufr, then 

there’s a problem in your Islam.” 

“…when I say being separate from kuffar, shirk and mushrikeen it doesn’t mean go live on a 

mountain. It doesn’t mean that. It means their way of life, those things that are 

counterproductive and against our religion, you have to take a stance against it.” 

 

Muhammad al-Jibali: 

“First of all we have to stay away from the disbelievers. How can it be when we are in the 

middle of them?  How can we stay away from them? Stay away from them as much as we can. 

(Arabic) as much as you can. To your maximum ability that is. So we have to exert our maximum 

capability to stay away from kuffar. So the rule should be, in ourselves, in our attitude, in 

our behaviour, that we should be away from the disbelievers unless we have to for 

certain reasons, for certain things, and not the other way around: ‘if we have to be with them 

but sometimes I can take a few moments to go and be with the Muslims’. No, it should be the 

other way around that I do not want to be with the disbelievers…” 

 

Abdul Qadeer Baksh: 

“So the wala and bara that you have with the disbelievers, can we do this over business 

deals?...with the kuffar, make business deals with them and then when they rip us off: ‘He’s a 

mushrik. He’s a kafir. He’s this, he’s that. Is this what is meant by wala and bara? No. Is it limited 

to only those disbelievers that are killing the Muslims around the world or is it more than that? 

The essence of the wala and bara returns back to tawheed, the Oneness of Allah (SWT). Those 

that associate partners with Allah, we have enmity towards them regardless of who they are 

whether they have Muslim names or are disbelievers. Look at the words of our father Ibrahim 

(alaihis salaam), and this is the second verse I wanted to read to you. He said in the long verse 

(Arabic) which means: and from this day has started enmity. We are at war with each other. We 

have enmity between us and between you until you believe in Allah alone. So this is evidence to 

show that the enmity, the wala and bara is based upon iman which is based upon worshipping 

Allah his Oneness. So if a Christian, a Jew, a Hindu, a Sikh, whatever religions these people 

have out in the open, if they have the audacity to worship other than Allah in the open 

and call to it, and, in addition to that, celebrate their praises to their false gods and give 

Allah partners and so on and so forth (Arabic) then we have enmity between us and them 

(Arabic) until they believe in Allah alone.” 
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Muhammad ibn Adam al-Kawthari: 

“…if there is no other way of getting the rights of the Muslims except by working in coalition 

with the Non-Muslims, then this would be permissible. However, this should be part of a larger 

effort to ensure the strength and independence of Muslims.” 

 

Muslims should not take non-Muslims as close friends, or sometimes even as friends, and especially 

not as allies. 

Said Rageah: 

“You will see a lot of them [Muslims] going to the kuffar, taking them as supporters and helpers 

and friends and allies…(Arabic) If they were true believers in Allah and the messenger (Arabic) 

they would never take them as allies.” 

 

Assim Al-Hakeem cuts to the chase: 

“You must not take friends who are disbelievers and socialize with them.” 

 

Abdurraheem Green extends this to non-Muslim nations as well as individuals: 

“And the Prophet (SAW) warned us, be careful who you take as your friend, because you will 

take your religion, you will take your way of life from your friend. And this is one of the reasons 

why Allah (SWT) he has warned us in his book, do not take the believers as your awliya, do not 

take the Jews and the Christians or the Mushrikeen as your awliya. Do not prefer them to the 

believers, do not prefer their company to the company of the believers. Do not take them as 

your, and what is the word awliya? What does it mean? If has a meaning of friendship, close 

friendship. It has the meaning of your advisor, your protector. And Allah has forbidden us 

from having that relationship with the unbelievers, whether it is us individually, as 

individuals, or as nations.” 

 

Haitham al-Haddad warns that interacting with non-Muslims leads to loss of identity for Muslims: 
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"Now, what we see among the Muslims living in non-Muslim countries, we see that this social 

interaction (between Muslims and non-Muslims) started to make them melt down within those 

societies, and this is very, very dangerous.  

What we have been seeing from some Muslims who have been living in non-Muslim countries 

for a long time, that they started to lose their identity because of this interaction.” 

 

The main reason for forming relationships with non-Muslims is to call them to Islam. 

Dawud Adib: 

“…if they’re the common non-Muslim, Jew or Christian living next door to you and they’re not 

harming the Muslims and they’re just living their kufr lives then you be kind to them, you be 

gentle to them and you invite them to Islam. The relationship that you have with them is 

that you invite them to Islam.” 

 

Assim Al-Hakeem: 

“The ultimate goal for the relationship between a Muslim and a non-Muslim should be to give 

the message of Islam.” 

 

Muhammad al-Jibali: 

 “…if I have to work with them (non-Muslims) then I limit my contact with them to the business. 

It will be a business relation, no joking, no visiting, no partying, no invitation to eating except 

for the sincere reason of dawah and no other reason. If we know that by inviting our colleague 

to lunch then it will give us a chance to give dawah to him and to teach him something about 

Islam so that he may hear some good things and probably he will embrace Islam. Other than 

that we should limit our dealing with them to the minimum because we do not love them. We 

do not love them, rather we hate them for the sake of Allah.” 

 

Haitham al-Haddad:  

“That's why we said that giving them (non-Muslims) dawah is an essential prerequisite before 

dealing with them. Why? Because giving them dawah is giving you an indirect and strong 

ammunition against their belief system.” 

 

Al-Hakeem concedes that Muslims should be polite to non-Muslims, but only in order to further Islam: 
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“This is how we’re supposed to deal with the non-Muslims, not in a fashion that whenever I see 

a non-Muslim I spit in his face “I kill you you infidel”. I don’t do this. We deal with them in the 

best Islamic fashion. I give them a big smile. Not because I like them, but because I like my 

religion.” 

 

Abdurraheem Green says that Muslims must not side with non-Muslims against Muslims, even groups 

like the Taliban: 

“Another major sin, and it is more than a major sin because these things I am mentioning now 

are actually acts of kufr and I’m just selecting some, there are many others. In fact, like I said, 

you will find that there is hardly a thing that Allah has prohibited except you find the Muslims 

doing it. The one thing I thought is worth mentioning, in fact I will say it is important to 

mention it brothers and sisters especially in this time, is the action of supporting the 

disbelievers against the Muslims.” 

“For example, slandering and attacking the Muslims unjustly, such as you find many Muslims 

have done this about the Taliban. Slandering them and attacking them and reviling them based 

upon news that has come from the disbelieving media, helping the kuffar against the Muslims. 

This I have to warn you could be an act of kufr brothers and sisters that could take you out of 

Islam.” 

 

Given that even friendship with the 'kuffar' is viewed with suspicion, it is not surprising these scholars 

warn against marrying non-Muslims.   

For many Muslims it is forbidden for a Muslim woman to marry outside the faith. Muhammad Salah 

advises how to deal with a Muslim woman who disobeys this teaching: 

“So it is not permissible for a Muslim woman to marry to a non-Muslim under any 

circumstances. If she does not know, then when she knows she fixes it, that’s acceptable. As 

once we had a phone call from Russia, one sister said “I never knew that” and she contacted 

me…” but if she knows and she insists on doing that then she is involved in an act of adultery in 

addition to disbelief. If the parents know and agree and have no problem, they share with her 

the same responsibility. As far as the sister, I would ask you to boycott her. It’s 

straightforward, you cannot compromise in cases like that. You have to show that you are 

upset with her because she’s disobeying Allah (SWT)” 

 

Assim Al-Hakeem asserts that the suicide of such a woman should be welcomed: 

“Sharif from Oman, he’s saying that a person he knows, his sister is in a relationship with a 

Christian and she insists that she marries him or she would either commit suicide or never 

marry again. And I tell her brother Sharif, this woman is an evil woman. And she’s not a 

proper Muslim. So don’t be deceived by the title that she is, her name is Fatima or Zainab or 
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whatever, and claiming to be Muslim. A woman who insists on marrying a Christian or a non-

Muslim knowing that Allah forbade this in the Qur’an in black and white, it’s clear, any blind 

one could see that. And knowing that the Prophet has prohibited this and the consensus of all 

scholars of Islam over the past fourteen centuries agree that it is prohibited and it is not a 

marriage, no matter where you do it it is not a marriage. It is a contract for fornication. She is 

an adulterer, or adulteress. If she insists on doing this and says “No, this is OK” she is a 

kafir. She’s a disbeliever. So whether she commits suicide, then OK, straight to hell. No 

problem, let her kill herself. She would relieve you and your family from such a disgrace, 

such a shame, to be included in your family.” 

 

Yusuf Estes advises Muslim men to leave their non-Muslim wives, even though it is permitted in Islam 

for a Muslim man to marry a Jewish or Christian woman.  

“And then we step over to the side and the first words from his mouth is: ‘See, my wife, she’s not 

a Muslim and here’s my problem…’ 

I said ‘No, no, you already told me the problem, you just told me the problem, your wife’s 

not a Muslim. Because it’s gonna get worse. Do you have any children?’ 

“No, and…” 

I said ‘Then just get away quick before you do.’ 

Because if you’re already having problems, you think it’s gonna get better after you have 

children? No, no it’s not. You cannot make these women become believers…And if they have 

children it gets even worse…Because, and I have talked to some of these women, hamdullah 

some of them will enter Islam and that’s beautiful. But for those who don’t enter into Islam, 

what happens, they wind up resenting the husband. They start working against him. They 

start figuring ways to mess him up so that he won’t pray, or that he won’t fast. They’ll 

cook something: ‘Oh I forgot you’re fasting, but I made this meal, why don’t you go and eat it?’ 

They’ll purposely expose him to things trying to get him away from the deen, they become 

Shaytan to him. And when they have children they use that against him. I’m not saying 

every woman does that but that’s the rule, not the exception.” 

 

In another piece of advice he tells a Muslim woman that her marriage to a Hindu man is adultery and 

that it should be ended: 

“Marriage to such a person will only end in a huge problem. The man would eventually 

challenge something from Allah’s religion, and the woman would have to make 

a decision to leave him or stay without real Islam anymore. 

 […] 

Meantime, you are in big trouble with your family and with Allah Subhannah Wa Ta’ala. This 

needs to be corrected (ended) or you could destroy yourself and not help him either. Oh, and 
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by the way, according to Allah – this man is NOT your husband – Not in the sight of 

Almighty Allah. It is only adultery you are doing and calling it marriage to a Hindu.” 

 

It is common to hear these scholars showing a complete lack of respect for the religion of non-Muslim 

women who have married Muslim men. The children from these marriages are automatically expected 

to be raised as Muslims. Abdurraheem Green’s views on children from interfaith marriages were 

highlighted in the previous document: 

“However, I have to say that there are some conditions that the scholars they mentioned 

concerning the Muslim man marrying the Jewish and Christian woman who is chaste. And some 

of those conditions are, they mentioned that they did not like, they did not make it haram, but 

they did not like that this should place in a non-Muslim country. And the reason for that is that 

if this woman wanted to go with the children and raise them up as a Jew or a Christian there 

would be no way for him to prevent her, in a Christian country or another country, from doing 

that. Whereas in a Muslim land usually there will be a means to prevent that sort of thing 

happening.” 

 

Bilal Philips makes the same point: 

“Muslim males are allowed to marry non-Muslim females but Muslim females are only allowed 

to marry Muslim males. Marriage to non-Muslims is discouraged in situations where Muslims 

are weak or in the minority in order to safeguard the religion of the children.” 

 

Fahad Al-Fuhaid talks of the dangers involved when marrying a Jewish or Christian woman: 

“As for marrying a non-Muslim woman, it is not permissible for a Muslim man to marry a non-

Muslim woman who is an atheist or she is a polytheist, somebody who worships besides Allah. 

Rather a Muslim man should marry a Muslim woman. But it is permissible for a Muslim man to 

marry a non-Muslim woman who is either Christian or a Jew but there are clear, explained 

conditions which are in the book of Allah. But marrying a Christian woman or a Jewish woman is 

not the base ruling. And this is because there is a danger which is present which is related 

to this woman and that is that maybe she will influence him in his religion. And maybe 

the Muslim man who is married to this Christian woman or Jewish woman, he will die, he 

will pass away and she is carrying his child and then therefore she cultivates the child 

upon kufr, upon disbelief.” 

 

Yusuf Estes identifies the same problem of the child’s religion, this time arising from Muslim women 

marrying outside of Islam: 

http://theislamicfarrightinbritain.files.wordpress.com/2014/11/offensive-jihad-slavery-and-the-islamic-state.pdf
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“Another problem would be the children. She would be intimidated by the man’s family to 

allow the children to become their religion, or at least to allow these children to “choose 

for themselves”. And that would be rejected by Allah on the part of the parents. The mother 

and father of a child are responsible for raising their children in the best way, as believers.” 

 

Abu Suhaib Bassam Alee Abu-Haj provides details of the intolerant rulings connected to the children 

from these marriages: 

(Question from member of audience) “I have a Christian wife, am I allowed to marry her in the 

first place or not?” 

Answer: “I am allowed to marry a woman from the Christians of the Jews? I could marry from 

the females of the Christians or the Jews but on one condition…there is a hidden condition that 

the people do not know about. That is the hidden condition, for the Prophet (SAW) said take 

care of your women (Arabic) they are like slaves, and always the slave follows his master. And at 

the time of the Prophet (SAW), when Islam was powerful and the Muslim countries were 

powerful and the upper word is for Islam, when you marry the non-Muslim from the Christians 

or the Jews, then anything that would happen you have the upper word. So you are the master, 

whereas these days you are the slave. The rules serve them. In case of separation…according to 

the non-Muslim law, it goes to them. In Islamic law they will have another type of 

judgement. So, even if she will have the custody she’s not allowed to teach them non-

Islam, she’s not allowed to take them to non-Muslim places. So the upper hand is for the 

non-Islam.” 

 

And here is Assim Al-Hakeem’s reaction to a Muslim girl who has a non-Muslim boyfriend; his attitude 

is comparable to that of white supremacists who disapprove of inter-racial relationships: 

“You are sinful for having this relationship with this kafir. You should have some honour and 

dignity and not throw yourself at this disbeliever.” 

 

 

FESTIVALS AND CEREMONIES 

Non-Islamic festivals are often targeted by these scholars.  Their attacks represent more than just  a 

pious wish to remain true to their understanding of Islam, they mirror the rhetoric of Islamophobes’ 

slurs on Islam – ‘evil’, ‘dangerous’, ‘immoral’ and ‘of the Devil.’  

Although many Muslims assert the respect in which the Abrahamic faiths are accorded in Islam, 

scholars such as Shady Alsuleiman align Christian festivals with Satanism: 
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“It is the greatest gift to be in the house of Allah in a moment of corruption, in a moment of 

affliction, you being in the house of Allah worshipping Allah. That’s why the scholars said that in 

a moment of people committing corruption, a true believer will start worshipping Allah. A true 

believer will show Allah that he is there for him, worshipping him. Because all this is worship of 

Satan. A New Year’s party, it’s worship of Satan. A Christmas party, it’s worship of Satan. 

Any other events are worship of Satan.” 

 

Abdurraheem Green: 

“We are surrounded with evil. We are surround by people who are indulging in the worst 

type of evil. I don’t mean they’re drinking alcohol, they’re taking drugs, they’re 

fornicating. The worst type of evil is shirk. The worst type of evil is kufr. The worst type of evil is 

making partners with Allah, and denying Allah and turning away from their lord and their 

religion. This is the worst type of evil. So we are surrounded by that. Are we just those people 

who come to the masjid, we do our work, we mind our own business? We are surrounded by 

evil but we do nothing to change it? We do nothing to call the people to Islam? We do nothing 

to call the people away from shirk and kufr? No, many of us partake in it, Happy Christmas, 

Happy New Year, happy shirk, happy kufr, subhanallah.” 

 

Abdur Raheem McCarthy:  

“…this is what a lot of Muslims don’t understand, a lot of these holidays…Christmas, 

celebrating birthdays, a lot of these things people don’t realise the dangers of them…it’s 

haram in any way, shape or form for a Muslim to take part in Valentine's Day, whether he 

celebrates it himself, even helping others celebrate it. “ 

 

Taalib Alexander: 

“From the festivities and celebrations that people believe are based upon truth but in reality 

they are based upon falsehood is a festival which is about to visit us in a couple of days’ time. 

This festival is no other than Saint Valentine’s Day. And so brothers and sisters in today’s 

khutbah we like to look at the historical origins and the symbols of St. Valentine’s Day as a 

means of protecting ourselves from this evil.” 

 

Ustaad Ahmed: 

“Allah (SWT) said ‘And whoever seeks a religion other than Islam will never be accepted of him, 

and in the Hereafter he will be one of the losers.’ And the Nabi (SAW) he made it clear to us 
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that this deen is the straight path and those who will go astray, those who start to try, or start 

to follow other religions in their ways, in their values, in their customs.  

The Prophet (SAW) mentioned in the hadith, we can see clearly these days, you will find 

unfortunately Muslims they are following the desires, the ways, the values of other than 

Muslims. And you can find sometimes a reason for which is not accepted for those who are in 

Western countries, but what can you say to those brothers and sisters who are living in Islamic 

countries and they can hear the adhan five times a day? And in the recent years, brothers and 

sisters, we find the phenomenon has spread among the Muslim youth, male and female, the 

celebration of Valentine’s Day. And I think it is the duty of every Muslim…to discuss this matter 

and warn against it and explain to the people what is the origin of this problem and why Islam 

is against this Valentine’s Day. 

 

He goes on to say that non-Muslims are not interested in promoting love between a husband and 

wife: 

“Now these people, when they talk about love, in the non-Muslim minds they are not talking 

about love between man and woman within the family, they are talking about love outside the 

family. You will not find them encouraging the love in the family itself between husband and 

wife. They are encouraging and destroying the minds of the youth when they are talking to 

them all the time about love. Where is this love? Now the people who are going to the 

nightclubs, are they husbands and wives? And they are talking about love there and they are 

sending these cards and red roses? No. These people are practising the haram. This is the way 

that you find them encouraging all kinds of harm, encouraging zina, encouraging corruption 

between man and woman.” 

 

Muhammad al-Jibali: 

“As discussed earlier, Allah, ta’ala, and His Messenger, sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam, have warned 

us against following or imitating non-Muslims in things which are characteristic of their 

religions or beliefs. This is more emphasized in the case of their ‘Eid or occasions, which always 

hold some religious or ideological non-Islamic meanings, and on which the kuffar indulge in 

many evil practices.” 

 

Abdul Qadeer Baksh: 

“If they’re your neighbours you treat them good but you just don’t join in any form or fashion 

or shape in their worship of their false gods because we find that detestable, something 

detestable. And if in your hearts, brothers listen carefully because if in your hearts you do have 

no hatred, no dislike or you don’t find it detestable that they are celebrating the praises of 

another god or Allah has a son then there is something deficient in your iman. If Christmas can 
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go by and you have no feeling of hatred towards what they are doing then there is a fault 

with your iman. 

Some of us have been brought up in the West in this country for many years for all our lives. 

Our neighbours are non-Muslims, we’re kind to them like we have to be as Muslims to our 

neighbours. And when this time of year comes round they send a box of chocolates for 

Christmas or they send a Christmas card, or they do something of this nature. What should be 

upon us in such a situation after understanding this issue of wala and bara? What is upon you 

to do is to return the goods to the one who gave it to you and make it clear to them that they 

understand fully that we don’t celebrate it, rather we find this very offensive because our 

religion says x,y and z.” 

 

Of course implicit in all these admonishments is the acknowledgement that many Muslims take no 

notice of such strict teachings – otherwise such warnings would be unnecessary.  This is particularly 

apparent in Khalid Yasin's gloomy observations on the conduct of Muslims in some Muslim majority 

countries.  

“Nowadays, whenever anybody visits some of the Muslim countries, they find that the 

circumstances within them are quite different to what they would have expected. One only 

needs to set foot in these countries and begin to wander their streets to witness the 

tragic behaviour of its inhabitants. 

When one observes the level of joy and ecstasy as the different classes of people within the 

Muslim communities prepare to receive Christmas and New Year’s Eve, it seems impossible to 

believe what one previously heard about the Muslim countries and how its people were 

adhering to Islam. 

The entrances of hotels, cafés and stores are festooned with Christmas decorations; 

photographers dress up as Santa Claus and go around taking souvenir photos of people; 

florists compete in selling their produce for people who rush to buy it for this occasion 

regardless of the price. Some Muslims prepare to hold parties in their houses and hotels and 

these hotels have tempting special offers for people to hold their parties in their halls and party 

rooms during that period. 

[…] 

The fact of the matter is that all of these actions represent a comprehensive imitation of 

western culture and can only be the result of very low levels of faith or indeed a total lack of it; 

to exhibit this type of behaviour is to strip oneself from the distinction and superiority of 

Islam and it is also an evil which makes Muslims who partake in such celebrations be included 

in the saying of the Prophet sallallaahu `alayhi wa sallam ( may Allaah exalt his mention ): “He 

who imitates a people will be from among them (on the Day of Judgement).” [Abu Daawood] 

And in another narration, he sallallaahu `alayhi wa sallam (may Allaah exalt his mention) said: 

“The one who imitates people other than us (i.e., in faith) is not from us. Do not imitate the Jews 

or the Christians. 
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Haitham al-Haddad says that involvement in Christmas is helping Muslims to lose their identity: 

“When we talk about our identity as Muslims, we feel that we as Muslims have been stripping 

out our identity slowly, slowly. And we don’t realise that we are losing our identity, slowly, 

slowly, tayeb. By the grace of Allah (jalla wa ‘ala) Islam is on the rise now but still there are 

many elements of our identity as Muslims that have been lost through ignorance of many 

Muslims and through heavy involvement in the Western lifestyle. Christmas is one of 

those elements that are pushing Muslims, or pushing the second generation, the third 

generation of Muslims to lose their identity, slowly, slowly.” 

 

A non-Muslim might be deemed Islamophobic if s/he refused to stock goods aimed at Muslims.  

However many scholars don't hesitate to insist that Muslim shopkeepers should not sell or display 

anything to do with non-Muslim festivals. 

Yusuf al-Qaradawi, a man welcomed to the UK by Ken Livingstone, and described by the Muslim 

Council of Britain as a ‘renowned Islamic scholar’ who ‘enjoys unparalleled respect and influence 

throughout the Muslim world’, covers this subject in a speech reminiscent of the rhetoric of anti-Islam 

nationalists in Britain: 

 

“Brothers, I would like to talk to you about two issues. First, I would like to talk about what is 

going on in our countries these days. I could almost ask what kind of society we are living in, 

Muslim or Christian? What is going on in the shops and on the streets of Doha? All these 

celebrations of the so-called birth of Jesus, the so-called Christmas? It is as if we are living in a 

Christian European country.” 

“We do not even celebrate (the birth) of the Prophet Muhammad, but we celebrate Christmas? 

Christmas trees, 4 or 5 high, are erected in shops which are owned by families known to be 

Muslim. What is this?” 

“Brothers, I wanted to convey my message, and warn my people that this is prohibited, 

shameful and inappropriate. It points to stupidity in the treatment of others, and ignorance of 

what Islam obliges us to do about this.” 

 

Khalid Yasin is equally adamant on this topic: 

“Imaam Ibn Al-Haajj may Allaah have mercy upon him mentioned in his book which mentioned 

the sayings of the Maaliki school of opinion in Islaam: "It is not permissible for any Muslim to 

sell the Christians anything distinctly used during their religious celebrations, whether it is meat, 

grease or clothing; they should also refrain from assisting them in any of the affairs of their 

religion, because this is a form of honouring disbelief and aiding them in their disbelief and the 

Muslim leaders should forbid the Muslims from doing so. This is the ruling of Imaam Maalik 

and others and I do not know of any Islamic scholar who differed with this ruling." 
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Abu Usamah at-Thahabi: 

“It’s not permissible for anyone here, he has a store, can’t sell Christmas trees, can’t sell 

Christmas cards, not permissible all of that.” 

 

Abdur Green McCarthy: 

“Selling things in your store that has to do with Valentine’s Day is haram, it’s a major sin, 

doing anything that helps non-Muslims, and especially if you help Muslims even 

worse. And that’s why the scholars they said that celebrating any holiday, or making a new 

holiday in Islam, making a new Eid in Islam, a new holiday, it’s haram. Even if it’s for a Muslim 

holiday, you make it into Islam, that’s haram. But when you make it something which comes 

from the non-Muslims it makes it even more haram, even more dangerous.” 

 

Muslims must not join in with the celebrations of non-Islamic festivals in any shape or forml: 

Assim Al-Hakeem: 

“Now a lot of the Muslims, or some of them, may fall under inferiority complex and you will find 

Muslims having Christmas trees and giving gifts and enjoying the season of Christmas and New 

Year because it’s holidays, they go out, they go party…if you imitate the disbelievers you may 

become one as well. That is why it is completely prohibited to decorate the eggs as in 

Easter…this is completely unacceptable.” 

 

Abu Usamah at-Thahabi: 

“During these days it’s not permissible for you, if you’re working, to go to the Christmas party. 

It’s not permissible for you to accept the Christmas gift.” 

 

Muhammad al-Jibali condemns even secular holidays, and warns against any 'kuffar' influence on 

Muslim celebrations: 

“Staying completely away from their celebrations. This means to avoid places where they 

perform their holiday practices and to avoid participating with them in such practices 

(Christmas and New Year parties, Halloween trick-and-treat nonsense, Thanksgiving celebration 

and dinner, Fourth of July fireworks, First of April lies, birthday parties, anniversaries, etc). 

Avoiding doing, ourselves, things which pertain to the practices of the kuffar on such occasions 

(allowing Christmas trees in our homes or offices, inviting our friends to a Turkey dinner on 
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Thanksgiving day, allowing members of our families to purchase or borrow Halloween attires, 

holding birthday or anniversary parties for our family members, etc).” 

 

Fahad Al-Fuhaid also says that rulings extend to the secular celebrations of non-Muslims: 

Question from audience: “Can a Muslim participate in non-religious events by non-Muslims, 

for example, which are specified on certain days or periods of the year, such as raising money 

for Children in Need or encouraging children to read books on World Book Day? On World 

Book Day the schools and workplaces encourage children to dress up as fictitious characters, 

animals or celebrities.” 

 

Answer: “From the question it appears that these aren’t festivals of the non-Muslims but they 

are days which they have specified in order to encourage children to read their book. However 

the base ruling is that a Muslim, he doesn’t, or she doesn’t participate in the celebrations or the 

festivals of the non-Muslims whether these festivals have a religious basis or they don’t have a 

religious basis.” 

 

Even giving a festive greeting to non-Muslims is not allowed. 

Murtaza Khan: 

”It may sound harsh but we don’t greet or even respond to any slogans. To say things like ‘have 

a happy New Year, a good New Year, give out greeting cards, prosperous New Year, a festive 

season, this is not allowed for Muslims to do. We do not greet them.” 

 

Muhammad al-Jibali: 

“Avoiding to congratulate the kuffar on their occasions. For, How can we bring ourselves to 

congratulate or wish people well for their disobedience to Allah,ta’ala? Thus expressions such 

as: happy Thanksgiving, happy birthday, happy New Year, etc, are completely out. The only 

possible happiness is in true iman!” 

 

Kamal El-Mekki: 

“There is a call by some Muslims to celebrate and to congratulate the kuffar on their 

celebrations, on Thanksgiving and Christmas and so on. Of course, we’re not shocked at this. 

We are not shocked and this does not come as a surprise to us. Why is that? Because it is 

natural for those who are weak and impoverished to want to emulate those who are strong and 

have the upper hand.” 
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[…] 

“…following the ways of the kuffar also, even though it may be initially as a result of 

admiration, in itself it leads to further admiration and comfort and it breeds acceptance. 

Acceptance of their ways and acceptance of their beliefs. This explains, you know, the idea of 

acceptance and explains why some Muslims congratulate the kuffar on Christmas even though 

it’s something horrific in Islam. But it has become normal to them, they’re accepting it now 

whether it may be through constant exposure to it or other reasons…so, following their ways 

and resembling them leads to their acceptance. And it leads to a kind of comfort between 

them, those who follow them and the kuffar.” 

 

Here we have yet another example of dehumanising hateful rhetoric which views the 'kuffar' as a 

diseased threat. Murtaza Khan echoes the very worst right wing extremists' pronouncements on Islam.  

“We have no real interest in these pagan practices (New Year), we can go across their pagan 

customs and their influences on such dates and beliefs because the Quran mentioned ‘leave 

them to eat and to drink and to rejoice.’ Many passages inside the Quran mention ‘they are like 

cattle’, ‘they are heedless individuals.’” 

 “Any of their pagan rituals and celebrations, it is not befitting for the Muslim to participate in 

them….this is what you call a contamination, an epidemic at the moment the evil that 

we’re surrounded by at the moment.” 

 

Haitham al-Haddad reveals similar levels of disdain and disgust: 

“I do not know how it can be pleasurable for a believer to congratulate the cross-worshipers, 

the swine-eaters, the wine-drinkers, on their festivals of immorality, obscenity and adultery, 

where naked women dance with men, where cups of wine are passed round, noisy songs are 

sung, shamelessness and depravity abound, and then tell them after that, ‘Have a happy time!’ 

[…] 

I conclude with one rule, considering its importance to us these days, especially in this country, 

and in the face of this adversity, that is, the forbiddance of joining the Christians in their 

festivals, or congratulating them.” 

 

Assim Al-Hakeem hypocritically says that it is not permissible to return a festive greeting to a non-

Muslim but it is permitted to accept the good wishes of non-Muslims: 

“Now, one asks ‘What about if they (non-Muslims) come to us and say good morning, Merry 

Christmas to you?’ We should not respond. You should either say good morning to you as well 

or you should say thank you, or even may Allah guide you but never say and to you as well, or 

Merry Christmas to you as well and enjoy your New “Year vacation. All of this is prohibited and 
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forbidden in Islam. Another person would ask ‘But they always say happy EID for us.’ And we 

have two occasions in Islam, Eid al-Fitr or Eid al-Adha, So they come and greet us. Well, greet 

them back. Say thank you and I hope that you will also enjoy your vacation on Eid al-Fitr or Eid 

al-Adha. Why? Because our Eids are legit. They are from the Quran and the Sunnah and our 

religion is the correct religion. That’s the end of the discussion.” 

 

More hypocrisy from Al-Hakeem:  

Question: Can we invite Christian people to our Eid party? Or should we go to Christian party 

on Christmas eve? Should I take their home made food if they are not Muslim? 

Answer: It is permissible to invite Christians to our homes and to our food providing that we 

intend by that to call them to Islam. 

It is not permissible to accept their invitations to their festivals such as Christmas. 

 

and some from Dawud Adib: 

“As for giving gifts on their (non-Muslim) day and accepting gifts on their day, it is not 

permissible. As for receiving gifts from the non-Muslims on our day, it is permissible.” 

 

Abdur Raheem McCarthy rams home the seriousness of giving festive greetings to non-Muslims, 

equating it with congratulating murder: 

“Congratulating the kuffaar on the rituals that belong only to them is haraam by consensus, as 

is congratulating them on their festivals and fasts by saying ‘A happy festival to you’ or ‘May 

you enjoy your festival,’ and so on. If the one who says this has been saved from kufr, it is still 

forbidden. It is like congratulating someone for prostrating to the cross, or even worse than 

that. It is as great a sin as congratulating someone for drinking wine, or murdering 

someone, or having illicit sexual relations, and so on.” 

 

Abu Suhaib Bassam Alee Abu-Haj says that it is worse than congratulating someone for stealing: 

“Look, even you’re adopting the Christian system, the Western system in dating your birthday, 

not even the Islamic date. How many of you knows his birth date in Islamic, how many? 

[…] 

You have seen Muslims buying Christmas trees, yes? You have seen Muslims celebrating by 

sending each other Christmas cards, yes? You have seen Muslims receiving gifts on the day of 
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Christmas, yes? You have seen people who are swapping flowers on the day of Valentine, yes? 

…Why? Because of the weakness in our hearts. Because of the weakness that we are not 

belonging to our ummah. 

“…this doesn’t mean that I need to integrate with them and share in those festivals. How can 

you say to somebody Merry Christmas? You know what you are saying? You are saying very 

good that you’re having a celebration in which you are celebrating the birth of the Lord. You 

know when you say Merry Christmas it is worse in the sight of Allah [than] to say to a 

person very good for fornication, very good for stealing…” 

“We are imitating the kuffar, the Christian and the Jews in the way they celebrate Christmas or 

Easter. Isn’t it true that some of the brothers, or the fathers, or the sisters or the mothers they 

buy, for example, Easter eggs for their children? True or not?”  

 

For Haitham al-Haddad, it is worse than committing suicide: 

“Ibn al-Qayyim said: “As for congratulating non-Muslims on the rituals of disbelief, it is 

forbidden by consensus, just as it is forbidden to congratulate them on their festivals and fasts 

by saying ‘Merry Christmas to you!’ or ‘Enjoy your festival!’ and the like, for this equates to the 

speaker accepting disbelief and it is forbidden.” It has the same status as congratulating 

someone for prostrating in front of the Cross. This is the greatest sin to Allah and more odious 

than celebrating by drinking wine, committing suicide and practising illegal sexual 

intercourse and the like.” 

 

Keeping Muslim children away from these evil and immoral celebrations is seen as essential: 

Khalid Yasin: 

“It is our religious duty to boycott these celebrations; are we unable to prevent our children and 

other members of our household from participating in these immoral celebrations?” 

 

Kamal El-Mekki: 

“So, some Muslims now are inviting their brothers and their sisters to partake in some of the 

celebrations of the non-Muslims and others are allowing their children to partake in some of 

the more obviously non-Islamic eids such as Halloween. And of course it is not befitting for a 

Muslim who wants righteous children to allow them to celebrate a day when they’re taught that 

the dead are thought to return, and to beg for candy, dress like a devil. Righteousness doesn’t 

just come up suddenly but it must start at an early age. So we advise those Muslims to 

prevent their children from such celebrations and to explain why to them. Because a lot of 

times parents underestimate the level of understanding of their children. So they’ll give them 

ridiculous explanations, thinking that the kid won’t understand the real reason and that will just 
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confuse the kid more. If they just tell them the evil of this celebration the child will understand 

that.” 

 

Muhammad Al-Jibali: 

“Therefore, taking any part in celebrating it is greatly prohibited in Islam. It is worse than joining 

with sinners in their sins or congratulating them for drinking wine, fornication and so on. 

Celebrating Halloween is similar to celebrating Christmas or Easter, or congratulating the 

Christians for their prostration to the crucifix. The Muslim parents should caution their 

children and prevent them from participating in any of its practices. Despite its clear 

prohibition, it is sad to see some Muslims participate in Halloween, purchase and wear silly 

Halloween costumes, and send their kids “trick-or-treating”.  

 

Haitham al-Haddad: 

“What an evil parent you are if you don’t forbid your family and your children from that and 

knowledge of it: that it is not permissible for us to participate in the Christian festivals or imitate 

them.” 

 

Said Rageah talks about the negative effect on children who are left with non-Muslim relatives during 

times of festivals: 

"My in-laws also are non-Muslim and they're very good people, they respect Islam, I respect 

them and they love my children, they really do. But because they're not Muslims sometimes 

they do certain things that will leave some effect on that child. Last year we made Hajj so I left 

my two little ones with my in-laws, this is a time of Christmas…” 

“What really hit me is, as soon as I walked into the house, my son he ran to me and he grabbed 

my hand and he said ‘Daddy come, come, come.’ So he took me to a Christmas tree and he 

says ‘See, Daddy? It's not all that bad.’ Because I told him, you know, Muslims we don't 

celebrate Christmas...” 

"...just being in that environment was definitely not good for the children. So if you have non-

Muslim family it is good to go and visit them for a very short time, but to leave a child, 

especially at that age, that young age, I would not recommend it." 

 

Fahad al-Fuhaid: 

Question from audience: “My daughter goes to a non-Muslim school. Part of the curriculum of 

a non-Muslim school in their religious studies is that they go out to visit other places of worship 
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like a Sikh temple, a church and so on and so forth. Is it permissible for me to allow my children 

to go to these places? 

Answer: “No. Excuse your daughter from this.” 

 

Abu Usamah at-Thahabi: 

“Christmas is an assault on our children right now. There is an assault, especially during these 

days. These days we have to get involved with sitting those children down and telling them it’s 

not permissible for the Muslim child to participate in any aspect of Christmas celebrations, from 

A-Z, impermissible.” 

 “…and at this time, Christmas time, the father sits down, and he gets his family, and he 

educates them about the evils of this Christmas. Community has to be warned, reminded 

about the shirk and the kufr, or you’re not a real Muslim.” 

“Non-Muslims at the school may say: ‘Hey, this is a public school so we take the Hindu children 

to the mosque, and the Christian children to the mosque, and the Jewish children to the mosque, 

so as long as it’s a public school you gotta get on board and you gotta get with the programme.’  

 

The Muslim, he says: ‘If those parents of the Hindu children, the Sikh, Christian children, if they 

allow that that’s their business. As for us, as for me I don’t allow it.’ And that’s your right. That’s 

your right as a Muslim. It’s only for a few days. You don’t have to allow your child to go to a 

synagogue, to a temple, you don’t have to allow that.” 

 

Views like these only increase the anger and frustration of anti-Muslim bigots, particularly in the light 

of cases where non-Muslim children have been penalised for their unwillingness to conform to Islamic 

codes of conduct. 

Other Muslims do not share the hateful and intolerant views of these speakers. Here is one such 

example, Muslims in Tower Hamlets celebrating Christmas: 

“Hundreds of council tenants have kicked off the festive season in London’s multi-cultural East 

End by celebrating a faith that’s not their own. 

The local authority’s housing wing, Tower Hamlets Homes, asked families on housing estates in 

Bethnal Green and Wapping to help organise parties to improve interfaith understanding. 

Groups run by non-Muslims organised three Eid parties earlier this year, with residents from all 

backgrounds joining in. 

Muslim groups returned the invitation this week with Christmas celebrations, when the Dorset 

Community Association in Wapping held a joint event with Bethnal Green’s Columbia Tenants’ 

Association. 

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1277744/Parents-outrage-children-told-dress-Muslim-mosque-trip--branded-truant.html
http://www.eastlondonadvertiser.co.uk/news/heritage/muslims_in_east_end_hold_xmas_party_for_their_christian_neighbours_1_1748173
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Youth worker Angela Brown, who held the shindig in Wapping, said: “We had 200 children and 

their families joining Santa which made it a Christmas to remember.” 

 

The intolerance shown towards non-Islamic festivals even extends to the funerals of non-Muslim 

friends and relatives.  

Fahad al-Fuhaid: 

Question from audience: “Is it permissible to attend a funeral of a non-Muslim person if that 

non-Muslim person is a relative?” 

Answer: “It is not permissible for you to go to their funerals and to witness and to partake in 

their funerals. However there’s nothing wrong with you giving a good word to them and 

supplicating for them, but in terms of witnessing and going to and their funerals this isn’t 

permissible.” 

 

Muhammad ibn Adam al-Kawthari: 

“…it will not be permitted to attend a religious funeral ceremony, especially when it entails 

praying for a non-Muslim after his/her death.” 

 

Assim Al-Hakeem coldly insists that one cannot even attend the funeral of one’s non-Muslim father or 

mother: 

“…if your non-Muslim relative, whether a father, a mother, an uncle, an aunt or a grandfather or 

mother, if they die you are not allowed in Islam to ask Allah for forgiveness for them…you 

should not be involved in any ceremony that goes side by side in their burial. As long as 

there are people to take care of them, whether they are your parents or your uncle, you should 

not witness their funeral or attend such a thing and Allah knows best.” 

 

Abdul Qadeer Baksh agrees: 

“As for the issues which oppose Islam, then we are firm whether they are our mothers or our 

fathers or our children, which oppose Islam, aqeedah, iman, which oppose tawheed, we’ll be 

firm. In the long run they will respect that. I know one person who, when his grandmother died, 

that person was unable to go to the funeral because of obviously the shirk and everything, his 

mother went absolutely mad: ‘How can you not come to your grandmother’s funeral? Your 

grandmother brought you up just as much as I brought you up’ and so on and so forth. It went 

on for such a long time but he didn’t go. And he didn’t go and the funeral went on.” 
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THE WEST AND IMITATING NON-MUSLIMS 

Imitating non-Muslims is perceived to be a grave error which will lead Muslims to adopt the bad 

habits of the ‘kuffar’. Such proscriptions go beyond an injunction to follow Islamic teachings in every 

aspect of life, they are often combined with slurs and insulting generalisations about the behaviour 

and morals of members of other religions. 

Abdul Qadeer Baksh knocks ‘modernist’ scholars who do not follow strict rulings on imitating non-

Muslims: 

“…today, how much do we accept this principle of al-Islam, that we are striving to be different 

from the ways of the Jews and the Christians? It’s not just in belief that we have to be 

different from the Jews and the Christians, but also in our behaviour, in our attitude, in 

the way we look at life and in our morals. So much so our dress code, as the Prophet (SAW) 

said in Bukhari….an order, an instruction, not a suggestion, be different from the Jews and the 

Christians. How much different are you from these Jews and the Christians? How much of the 

Sunnah of the Prophet (SAW) are you following? How much of the correct understanding do 

you have? Is it the understanding of the Suhaba, the companions? Or is it some warped 

understanding from some modernist scholars that we have today.  

It is imperative that we understand it and place it in our minds. As Muslims we should not look 

like them…And whatever we know what they do, we do the opposite. So much so that if they 

wear their watch on the left, we wear our watch on our right, nothing to do with the deen but it 

is following the instructions of the Messenger (SAW).” 

 

Dawud Adib says participating in street demonstrations is the way of the kuffar: 

“You want to know how to deal with any situation? Go back to the Sahabah, that’s all you have 

to do. We want to know how to live our lives? Go back to the Sahabah. Did the Sahaba take 

picket signs like that picture with Muhammad the Messenger of God what people use as a 

proof that Muslims can go on demonstrations: “ra! ra!”? The kuffar do that. Demonstrations 

with picket signs is imitating the kuffar.” 

 

Salim Al-Amry advises Muslim women on hijab: 

“The hijab must not resemble the garments of the kuffar. Your hijab should not look or 

resemble the hijab of the kuffar or the dress of the kafir…if you imitate one of the kuffar you 

will be one of them.” 
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Murtaza Khan complains that Muslims are adopting the ways of followers of other religions, who, in 

his view, have given up any interest in the afterlife. Jews and Christians are trying to make Muslims 

follow every aspect of their lifestyle. 

“…some go to the extreme of just falling into this dunya [worldly life], and nothing matters to 

them except for the dunya. Everything they want to gain is this world, their status, their 

education, their lifestyle, everything they want is to make it in this dunya. And that’s why we 

find that this is the pattern of the disbelievers…” 

“So you find that this Muslim ummah, whichever angle you look at, either we imitate the Jews, 

we imitate the Christians, we imitate the fire worshippers, or we imitate such people as the 

Hindus and the mushriks and those people who worship other than Allah (SWT).” 

“…and this hadith continues to state ‘cursed be the one, wretched be the one who worships 

clothes, garments.’ And what does this mean? That many people the whole of their life is based 

upon wearing certain labels, dressing in a certain manner and imitating such people, these evil 

and rebellious people. And the whole of their lifestyle becomes to imitate these people and 

clothing becomes the all end of their purpose in life.” 

“We find that the masses of the Muslims are following this same pattern, following these 

people, we have become zombies on the face of this earth. We don’t seem to perceive or to 

understand anything. And that’s why we find the other side of the same coin. These are the 

people, the Muslims, who give up purification of the soul and just concentrate upon the dunya. 

And the same side of the other coin, we find Muslims who’ve been affected by modernism. 

Various forms of modernism have been struck into this Muslim ummah. Do those people even 

understand Islam? They begin to create their own understanding of Islam. Some of these 

examples are what? Assimilation. To believe that to attract and to preach people you need to 

drop your veil. You need to drop your understanding to be sane with these people. ‘Whoever 

imitates a people is from amongst them.’ So if you feel that to dress like them, to be like them 

will open the doors of dawah, then this is a misunderstanding…likewise we find in the Quran, 

clearly “Wa lan tardha ankal yaudu wa lan nasara hatta tattabi’a millatahum” that the Jews and 

Christians will never be happy with you until you follow their ‘millata’. And what does ‘millata’ 

mean? Does it mean their religion? It means every aspect of their life, the way that they eat, 

the way that they talk, the way that they dress, the way that they behave. It’s all millata.” 

 

Assim Al-Hakeem warns against ‘kafir’ fashions: 

“Nowadays I as a Muslim, I have my identity. I go up, I don’t come down. When I wear these 

shackles and be cool, and when I walk I walk like a gorilla, my hands reach my knees and I think 

that I’m cool, no I’m not cool. I am imitating a kafir. Am I a kafir? I’m Muslim. I’m proud to be 

a Muslim. Wearing these shackles and wearing these necklaces and bracelets or an earring, I’ve 

seen Muslims wearing a cross. What is this? ‘It’s cool. I don’t believe in it but it’s cool, it looks 

nice.’ So people go down the slope of following the kuffar until they become like them.” 

 

Abdurraheem Green offers a rather more nuanced perspective,  
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“...if you begin to dress like a people, you surely soon will begin to imitate them in your 

actions. One thing is almost inevitably going to follow from the other. So although we can’t say 

that to wear the denim and this type of stuff is haram, it is something that, it’s a good point 

that the questioner made, it is a symbol, you know, of the Western youth, you know, and so on 

and so forth. So, you know, inshallah, it’s probably better for you and your religion not to try 

and follow those type of fashions and those type of things. But to say it’s haram, this is a big 

thing to say it’s haram. But generally we should be cautious of imitating and seeking to 

imitate and trying to make ourselves look like those people who are the people of 

unbelief. And this is an extremely unhealthy attitude…If you wear jeans because, I dunno, 

that you just comfortable and you just wear jeans and you know, you’re not trying to imitate 

them and trying to look like them, hamdulillah. But this thing where you want to look like 

them, you want to imitate them, the way they dress you want to dress, so this is very 

dangerous. It’s very dangerous because inevitably you will start to act like them.” 

 

Whereas anti-racists quite rightly caution against treating Muslims as a monolithic group, Muhammad 

al-Jibali is happy to offer a sweeping condemnation of 'disbelievers' who are all apparently 'deviant': 

“The disbelievers are misguided, and their ways are based on sick or deviant views 

concerning their societies, the universe, and their very existence. Their actions frequently 

reflect their deviant opinions. Why then would anyone ever think of imitating them? Yet 

Muslims sometimes do just that – they imitate them in their most unintelligible acts! The 

Messenger, sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam, “You [Muslims] will [in future times] follow the ways of 

those [disbelieving] nations who preceded you very closely; even if they enter into the hole of a 

lizard you would follow them into it.” [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

There is a substantial amount of evidence in Islam leading to the important rule: external 

agreement or similarity results in real similarity and agreement of the hearts. Thus, resembling 

disbelievers is Satan’s first step in leading Muslims to behave and believe like 

the kuffar (Those who reject Islam – disbelievers).  

 

Khalid Yasin is another supremacist: 

“When Muslims imitate non-Muslims their rank in the Sight of Allaah decreases. This is 

because a Muslim is superior to a disbeliever, so if he were to imitate a disbeliever then 

he would descend from his lofty rank to that which is inferior and this is a form of being 

ungrateful for the bounties of Allaah and an insult to the religion of Islam because Islam is 

superior to everything else and nothing should be given priority over it. 

Islam has established a path to guidance which differs from the culture and customs of the 

disbelievers regardless of whether they are from the people of the book or otherwise. Islam 

abrogates all previous religions and legislations and our Muslim nation is the one to be 

followed and not one which should blindly imitate others.” 
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Abu Suhaib Bassaam Alee Abul Haj: 

“…we have to be different in our individuality, in our identity as a Muslim. And for the fathers 

and the mothers they have responsibility upon the child to make sure that they do not 

resemble the kuffar in anything. And we will discuss that inshallah in a minute, how can the 

Muslims be far away from the kuffar and how the Muslims should be avoiding involving 

themselves in such things that would make them closer to the kuffar.” 

 

Paul Armstrong, from the Association of British Muslims, highlights the illogic of such views: 

“The argument about imitating non-muslims is a common one among Salafi, Islamist, and 

Wahabised Muslims… I’ve lost count the number of times I’ve encountered it. One of those 

things I’ve always questioned and resisted since the outset, as it just didn’t sound right or make 

any logical sense. 

What after all are the points of reference, when the points of reference, like articles of “Sunnah 

clothing” are the same as those that were worn by others? Never mind the use of modern 

inventions like cars, airplanes, computers, the internet, training shoes, Facebook etc. How is 

using any of these not imitating “non-muslims”, when in many cases they were invented and 

developed mainly by Jews, Christians, and Atheists, among others… 

Seems to me the whole point of this argument is to cause Muslims to self-ostracise themselves 

from their communities. Hence, causing them increased disillusionment, and making them even 

more vulnerable to the insidious propaganda of extremists.” 

 

Islam is a universal religion, and its followers should not be tied to the dress of any one region or 

culture. 

Far right extremists typically insist that Muslims are somehow not British. Some Muslim scholars 

reinforce this bigotry with statements that place Westerners and Muslims as opposites. 

Abu Abdissalam, born and raised in the UK, says: 

“…if the dress is not specific to the kuffar but they just wear it, there is no problem in wearing 

this garment on the condition that one does not intend to imitate the kuffar by wearing them. 

So in this latter case (where the garment is not exclusively worn by the kuffar) it would depend 

on the person’s intention. If two people are wearing the exact same garment, one could be 

sinning while the other is not, such as a person who wears a baseball cap: if he intends to 

imitate the kuffar (e.g. the ‘Westerners’) by this then he is sinning; if not, then he isn’t.” 

 

Abdullah Hakim Quick addressing a Western audience: 

http://paulsarmstrong.com/2014/11/15/on-poppies-and-imitating-non-muslims/
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“…we should not be following along blindly and apishly after the styles of the Westerners or of 

the Kafiroun. And really East and West has ended now, it’s global now. We shouldn’t be 

following the non-Muslims in their fashions.” 

 

Haitham al-Haddad in London: 

“…instead of taking the West from the darkness to the light of Allah (jalla wa ‘ala) and the light 

of the divine law, they (some Muslims) are actually pushing the West and pushing the 

Muslims to follow the Western way of life which the West is admitting that is not really 

working for them and it is rapidly declining and the moral system is almost corrupted…Instead 

of those Muslims trying to go back to the Islamic values and try to find from those Islamic 

values solutions for our daily problems, they are saying that we need to change our Islam in 

order for our Islam to fit into the Western lifestyle, OK? So this is the background of any 

attempt to change Islam, OK? Any person who is trying to change Islam from a Western point 

of view, or he is living in the West or changing Islam to fit into the Western lifestyle, he is 

having that perception. Don’t believe that he is trying to find solutions for Muslims’ problems. 

Don’t believe that he is trying to follow certain opinions carried out by certain scholars or by 

certain schools of thought. No, he is colonised, or he is defeated, or he is a hypocrite 

person. Either he is colonised by the Western lifestyle or he is a hypocrite person.” 

 

Muhammad al-Jibali in London: 

“However, we realise that in addition to this science and technology aspect of the West, which 

is one thing, during our time we find that the West has a distinctive cultural, a distinctive 

culture. It has a distinctive religious direction. It has a distinctive social, distinctive social 

standards. It has a distinctive set of morals. And so people who spend enough time in the 

West gain the character, or the characteristics of the West, we find that they become 

infected by all of these things so that their morals will be the Westerners’ morals. 

[…] 

 The religious values, even for Muslims, become generally weak, shaky, vague and they accept 

many of the religious values of the West, to the extent that you find many of them 

calling to the unity or the interfaith. And many of them afraid to say about a Christian for 

example that…that a Christian is a kafir, or things like that. We find that the morals of 

people who spend more time in the West, and sometimes very short times, become 

totally degenerate. We find, and we know that in the West, the family standards are loose 

and shaky or totally severed. They do not care about their relatives, about their friends, 

about their children.  

[…] 

But here of course the influence is more direct, more continuous, daily and so on, so that the 

person feels so much pressure that he cannot give way sooner or later. So we find that the 

Muslims living in the West, they, or their children, to varying degrees will eventually move away 
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from the straight path of Islam. We find that their morals are contaminated with the 

Western morals.  

[…] 

So many characteristics and so many morals that are part of the Islamic identity are lost to 

Muslims who stay and live in the West and are influenced by the Western world. So the 

character of the Muslim becomes a Western character. Their behaviour, a Western 

behaviour.” 

 

Abdurraheem Green in London: 

“I actually believe that the suicide bombers that we are talking about are not a product of 

Islamic spirituality. I think the reason they were able to do it, this is the controversial bit, is 

because they had become so Western.” 

 

Muslim children living in ‘non-Muslim countries’ should be protected from Western and ‘kuffar’ ways. 

Haitham al-Haddad:: 

“Muslims living in non-Muslim countries they should keep strong ties with some Muslim 

countries, you don’t know if there is another cleansing taking place in Europe, then you can flee 

easily. We have to have an exit. And this leads to another point which is Muslims living in non-

Muslim countries, my advice is, because I don’t advise people to do hijra and to think of hijra, 

no my advice is that they should do their best to spend one month, every year, in an Arab 

country. Not just a Muslim country, in a Muslim Arab country so they will learn Arabic, their 

children will learn Arabic, they will get into another culture. Because Muslims living here they 

became westernised even in the way they think, the way they behave, the way their 

children behave etc. OK, without realising they are becoming westernised.” 

 

Abu Suhaib Bassam Alee Abu-Haj on Muslim children celebrating birthdays: 

“It’s such a stupid thing (blowing out candles) isn’t it? Why people are? They’re doing it for their 

children. If you think this is not really good, if you think this is really naïve, why some mothers, 

they are defending the birthdays? Why? You know why? Because of ignorance, number one. 

Number two, because of their whims. Number three, because of the environment. And number 

four, some people have the Shaytan to follow…four factors makes the person get closer to 

the kuffar, makes the person adopt from the Western societies and the kuffar societies.” 
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CHARACTERISTICS 

Anti-Muslim bigots will often connect lying or paedophilia to Islam or Muslims. Some Muslim 

speakers are happy to return the favour. 

Abu Usamah at-Thahabi: 

“Part of being a non-Muslim is that they are liars…usually. 

Kuffar, part of their religion is, kadhib (lying).” 

 

Haitham al-Haddad warns that Muslims may be contaminated by the supposedly more lax sexual 

standards of non-Muslims: 

“Among the reasons for marriage breakdown, maybe you can consider it is the main reason 

behind most of the marriage breakdown, that each party is having an illegal sexual relationship 

with other people. Either the husband is having some illicit relationship with other women or 

the wife herself is having some illicit relationship with other men. You might be surprised that is 

it happening within the Muslim community? Yes, it is happening. I’m not talking about the non-

Muslim community because we can say that this is something unfortunately normal within 

the non-Muslim community but this is expected because of many other things, because 

of the moral decline, because of the belief system, again because of many other reasons, 

but to have this happening within the Muslim community is something not acceptable.” 

 

Abu Suhaib Bassam Alee Abu-Haj says it is a disease of the Jews to love life on earth and bemoans 

them for not wishing for death: 

“The love of this worldly life and the hatred of death – this is the symptom of the disease of 

the Jews, same thing. They would never wish for death. And us at the moment, the Muslims 

have been clinging heavily to earth with wealth and property. If you tell them to go make jihad 

(laughs)…but, at this moment, I would say maybe these people when they talk about jihad they 

are actually lying to themselves. I mean, you want to say to me that whenever jihad is on you’re 

gonna be ready? Ask yourself properly, you’re gonna leave your children, your house and 

everything for the sake of that jihad where everybody should be involved? Are you gonna be 

ready to expose yourself to the enemy with your sword?” 

 

Muhammad Alshareef condemns satirical humour as un-Islamic: 

“…those that make fun of others may do so out of love for the kuffar and a love to imitate 

them. How many times do we see the comedians mocking people and everyone laughing? 

Indeed, mocking others and insulting them is a characteristic of jaahiliyyah and kufr, and it is 

never a characteristic of a believer.” 
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Abu Taubah warns of the likelihood of molestation when leaving children with non-Muslim relatives: 

“After the heart, the ears are the first thing that start working on the body. Four months after 

the child is born the ears start working, so they can hear. The Prophet (SAW) taught us that we 

should be concerned about our child, not when the child is in the womb, but when you’re 

picking the mother. That’s when you’re concerned about your child, when you’re picking the 

mother. And growing up in a non-Muslim house and everything like that, it’s very dangerous 

to leave your children with non-Muslims. Not only what they might hear and see, they 

might be molested. The majority of, in the United States at least, they say like two out of every 

five women that are born in non-Muslim houses are molested while they’re growing up. And 

now we’re seeing that it’s even happening amongst the Muslims. So you want to be very careful 

about your child. Maybe you might even find some Muslims to watch your child over some 

non-Muslims overnight and that type of thing.” 

 

 

Murtaza Khan mentions the type of behaviour that can be expected from non-Muslims: 

“Some people want to spread fawahish, illicit conduct and behaviour inside society amongst the 

believers.  We know what to expect from non-Muslims, we know what to expect from 

them. But a sad factor is that more and more way we are seeing this from amongst Muslims.” 

 

Muhammad ibn Adam al-Kawthari says that sexual impropriety is common amongst non-Muslims. A 

Muslim girl should be careful around her father if he is a non-Muslim: 

Question: “My father is not Muslim, my parents got separated and then my mother became 

Muslim. Since then they didn't have contact. May I consider him my mahram? May I take off the 

hijab in front of him and kiss him? 

 

Answer: You may consider your non-Muslim father as your Mahram, thus uncover (parts of the 

body that can be exposed in front Mahrams) in front of him.” 

Imam al-Kasani (Allah have mercy on him) states: 

“A Mahram is one with whom marriage is permanently unlawful…whether this Mahram is a free 

person or a slave, for slavery is not contrary to close relationship (mahramiyya), and whether he 

is a Muslim, a non-Muslim or an atheist (mushrik), for a non-Muslim Mahram normally 

safeguards her, except that he is a fire worshipper, for he considers marriage with her to be 

permissible.” (Bada’i al-Sana’i, 2/124) 

However, if there is a fear of temptation (fitna) on either side or you fear that by kissing 

him, he will have evil thoughts and desires, you must avoid uncovering in front of him 

and kissing him.The jurists (fuqaha) have stated that, covering becomes necessary even in 

front of Mahrams if there is a fear of Fitna or desire. 
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Today we live in a time where sexual impropriety is becoming common in non-

Muslims, thus one must be careful. If your non-Muslim father is old or you feel that he will 

have no evil thoughts, then it would be permitted to remove your Hijab in front of him and kiss 

him.” 

 

He reiterates that incest is common among non-Muslims in another article: 

“…it would be permissible for a woman to uncover besides the area between the navel and 

knees, and the stomach and back in front of her non-Muslim Mahrams, provided two 

conditions are met: 

1)      that there be no desire (shahwah) or fear of temptation (fitna), especially when we live in 

a age where evils such as incest among the non-Muslims is becoming common, 

2)      that the non-Muslim close relative not be from among those who believe that it is 

permissible to marry close relatives.” 

 

Anti-Islam groups try to rally support by providing an ‘enemy’ in (all) Muslims. Hard-line scholars will 

often do the same with non-Muslims. 

Here is Yahya Ibrahim saying that Jews and Christians specifically are enemies of Muslims and they are 

trying to get Muslims to give up their religion: 

“Allah (SWT) tells us, he tells us in his glorious book in Sura Al-Baqra, Verse 120, a verse that will 

remain eternal and will remain true until the Day of Judgement. Allah (SWT) gives us almost an 

advice by warning us of who our enemies are. Allah (SWT) tells us (Arabic) never will the 

Christians and the Jews be satisfied or content or pleased with you until you follow them and their 

religion. These are the words of Allah (SWT). And Allah does not just stop there but he orders us 

to do something, Say to them, verily we will not follow these. Allah is telling us say to them the 

guidance of Allah is the only guidance to be followed. And this is what I wish to speak to you 

today about in short words. I wish to speak to you today about how they are trying to influence 

us, how the disbelievers are trying to take us from our religion…” 

 

He goes on to paint a picture of their uncontrolled greed and ambition. 

“Our whole existence on this earth is in the worship of Allah (SWT), whether we are praying or 

whether we are at work, whether we are fasting or whether we are at school. Our existence is in 

the worship of Allah (SWT). (Arabic) these are the words of Allah (SWT) (Arabic). What do the 

mushrikeen and the kuffar say when they hear us recite such a verse? They try to answer 

us and say verily we as humans were only created to follow our ambition, and to follow 

our lust, and to acquire as much wealth, and as much women and children as we can. This 

is what they say.” 
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Salim Al-Amry says all non-Muslims are against Muslims: 

“…the kuffar they envy us. Yes, Allah (subhanahu wa ta’ala) said so. And they are trying by all 

means to bring us out from the light into the darkness. 

Who knows Allah? Who worships Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala on this globe, on the earth?  The 

Muslims.  That’s why all the kuffārs are uniting themselves against us.  All of them.  Their 

common goal is the Islam.” 

 

Muhammad Al-Jibali says that Westerners (non-Muslims) lack the ability to show hospitality and 

kindness to family members and guests: 

“You can take, for example, in regard to morals, dealing with the parents, dealing with the 

relatives, dealing with the guests. You know there is no hospitality among the Westerners 

as there is among the Muslims…This is not possible to be imagined by the Westerners, 

and to them it is an act of craziness to go to such trouble to please a guest. Kindness to the 

parents, kindness to the relatives, respecting the elders, being merciful towards the youngsters 

or the kids and so on.” 

 

 

DISCRIMINATION AND INSULTS 

Here is a small collection of some of Assim A-Hakeem’s statements on non-Muslims: 

Question: Is it permissible to wash dead bodies (of kuffar) for money as a student in a 

hospital?  

Answer: No, this is not permissible as it would be a kind of honoring them. 

 

Question: “During recruitment should I give priority a Muslim over non-Muslim if it happens to 

be my company? Is there any other advice that you like to give us regarding this matter?” 

Answer: “If it is your company and both candidates are equal in qualification of close, you 

should give priority to the Muslim. Otherwise, you want your job to be fulfilled and executed 

by someone who is capable.” 
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“If I’m coming into a building and I’m opening the door and someone else is coming out, and 

he’s a Jew or a Christian, I should not open the door for him and say ‘Please, go ahead.’ No, I go 

first. Why? Because I’m a Muslim. This is my religion. I’m a proud person and this is a kafir. He 

does not believe in Allah.” 

 

“…a Muslim must be proud of his Islam so that when a non Muslim comes in the opposite 

direction, he shouldn’t feel inferior and weak and give him way. On the contrary, he should 

remain on his course and the disbeliever should move out and give way to the Muslim.” 

 

Muhammad Alshareef warns of the harm in attending public school: a Muslim may end up dancing 

with a ‘kafir’: 

“The horror story begins when the child is entrusted to a non-Muslim – to someone who knows 

nothing about our obligation to Allah and His Messenger sal Allaahu alayhi wa sallam, someone 

who our Muslim children are so eager to please.” 

“Television sets and public schools are spreading a subtle devastating poison through the 

bloodstream of our youth. Take a random class of Muslim high school students from public 

school and reflect on their habits and their knowledge of Islam. If a parent has chosen public 

school for his son, in the final year when he looks over the school yearbook and sees a 

picture of his son standing hand in hand dancing with a kafir woman, at that time it will 

be too late to question his upbringing. Now is the time to question it, now, before it’s too 

late.” 

 

Here is some context to the Murtaza Khan quote used in Undercover Mosque: 

“If you walk out of college today, you walk out of university today and you begin to sign on, 

you become a failure, not just to yourself but a failure to the Muslim ummah. Failure, that’s 

what you are as far as we are concerned. You had education, it was given to you, opportunity to 

study, to gain a good education but you just want to be a wannabe on the street. That’s all you 

want to be. Don’t care nothing about your society, about your people. For how long have we 

seen that our mothers, our sisters and our daughters have to go and uncover themselves 

in front of these filthy non-Muslim doctors? Why? Because nobody has learnt that skill 

amongst the sisters. Nobody wants to be a dentist. Nobody wants to be a doctor. Nobody 

wants to be a lawyer. Nobody wants to be anything. Think about the future, about when we’re 

living in this country. A person should have a sense of shame that my mother has to go and 

expose her body to a non-Muslim doctor. Why should she go there? She has to go there 

because we haven’t fulfilled the role.” 

 

Here is Khan again: 
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“Muslims to one another (Arabic) are brethren. That’s what we are trying to highlight, al wala al 

bara. Our association is towards who? Is towards the Muslims. Lest we find that many ulema 

laid out this principle that the worst Muslim is better than the best kafir. OK, some of us, 

the whole thing is muddling our minds up at the moment. The worst Muslim is better than 

the best kafir. 

 

 

Muhammad ibn Adam al-Kawthari on the lack of respect that should be shown to non-Muslims: 

“A believer may greet a non-Muslim if he has a need from him otherwise it is prohibitively 

disliked.  

 

The reason for this impermissibility of saying Salam to non-Muslims is not to show them 

respect. When one greets them for a need, it is not out of respect.” 

 

Abu Usamah at-Thahabi is well known for some of his derogatory remarks about non-Muslims. Here is 

one that has not been published before. One of the nastiest expressions used by the far-right is 

‘Muzzrats’, and at-Thahabi’s words demonstrate a similar dehumanising disgust.  

Question: “How do we call non-believers other than including Ahl al-Kitab? Do we call them 

kuffar or we call them mushrikun?” 

Answer: “Allah (SWT) called the kuffar, those people of Ahl al-Kitab, called them kuffar and 

they’re mushrikun as well because they make shirk with Allah (SWT). But they are the type of 

mushrikun, polytheists, that Allah (SWT) has given them special rulings. 

There are a type of mushrikun that Allah (SWT) has given them special concessions and Allah 

(SWT) does whatever he wants. But of course, ikhwan, we have to have some good 

methodology. Amongst ourselves it’s OK to call them even najas [impure], they’re dirty: Verily 

the mushrikun are najas. Of course it’s not real najas like you can’t touch them, you can’t kiss 

your mother who is a kafir, you can’t shake the kuffar hand, it doesn’t mean that. But najas 

because of their shirk and kufr with Allah (SWT). So those things that Allah calls them we call 

them. We call them stinking kafir, dirty. But, of course, akhi, if that’s going to run them 

away from al-Islam, we don’t say that to them in front of their face.” 

 

 

The views espoused by these men undoubtedly help to reinforce Islamophobic attitudes. 

You will hear many of these speakers talk about discrimination against Islam. At the same time they 

show little respect, or, in some cases, no tolerance of other religions. 
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All quotes can be found at tifrib.com 

http://tifrib.com/

